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Groundswell Rising: Protecting Our Children’s Air and Water 
shows how Fracking – an untested energy extraction process 
- has contaminated drinking water and jeopardized health. 
We meet scientists, doctors and farmers across the political 
spectrum engaged in a David and Goliath struggle against Big 
Oil and Gas, decrying a process that puts profits over people.

Homeowners near wells suffer from respiratory ailments and 
property devaluation. A former industry employee shows skin 
lesions and edema, a result of working on drilling rigs, while 
others witness mistakes (5% of all wells leak) and explosions, 
against a back drop of rising ill health, as more and more 
suffer, from nose bleeds to asthma.

But there is cause for hope. 

Local mothers groups unite to win some protections, while 
lease holders outraged by the corporations strong-arm 
tactics win local bans. Common Cause uncovers corruption as 
corporations buy influence to evade environmental protection 
laws, and the movement begins to gather momentum as 
actor Mark Ruffalo and singer Natalie Merchant support—and 
sometimes lead—their efforts.

Grassroots efforts have achieved bans, moratoriums, and 
referendums on Fracking, giving hope to others worldwide 
faced with the same nightmare. Transcending the genre of 
environmental film, Groundswell Rising’s passionate stories 
inspire and empower.
A 1 x 52’ and 1 x 70’ Documentary from Resolution Pictures


